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Part B. CV SUMMARY 
I have developed my research activity in animal welfare, with a particular focus on farm animal welfare. Farm animal welfare 
has become increasingly important over the last years since consumers demand that animals are reared, transported and 
slaughtered in a humane way. As a result, the EU has approved several regulations setting minimum standards for farm animal 
welfare. There is also evidence showing that good welfare results in better product quality and performance. My research in 
farm animal welfare has addressed, among others, the two following issues: 

1.Development and improvement of protocols to assess animal welfare. This work has been done in the context of a European 
project that has delivered assessment protocols for cattle, pigs, and chickens. We have tested the feasibility and validity of
these protocols and their applicability to several production conditions. The aim of this research is to deliver a science-based
protocol that is reliable, feasible and robust, and which will be used to identify problems and monitor progress.

2.Assessment of stunning methods from an animal welfare standpoint. Adequate stunning is a critical aspect of humane
slaughter, and the objective of our work has been to test whether gas stunning is adequate in terms of welfare. We have
shown that currently used gas mixtures cause distress in animals and should be replaced by other gases.
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C.2. Research projects (main research projects during the last 5 years) 

1. Co-designed Welfare Monitoring Platform for Pigs and Dairy Cattle (ClearFarm). Funding body: EU. Role: IP.
November 2019- October 2023. Overall budget: 5.899.105,63 euros / UAB budget: 1.316.860 euros.

2. Bienestar animal y viabilidad económica en explotaciones intensivas de porcino y bovino (Animal welfare and
economic viability of intensive pig and dairy cattle farms). Funding body: Spanish Government. Role: IP. January 
2016 – September 2019. Code: AGL2015-68373-C2-1-R. Budget: 181.500 Euros.

3. Practice-led innovation supported by science and market-driven actors in the laying hen and other livestock sectors 
(HENNOVATION). Role: Participant and UAB coordinator. Funding body: EU. March 2015 – September 2017. UAB
budget: 214.335 Euros.
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